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2 SUBLIME AND BEAUTIFUL 
directiy preceding this paſſage, 
there is a very excellent diſtinction 
made in point of puniſhments and 
offences. He that killeth a man 
e ſhall ſarely be put to death: and 
C he that killeth a beaſt, ſhall ſure- 
6 ly. make it good.” Thus the hu- 
man perſon is rendered ſacred, and 
the animal, which is private pro- 
perty, is made ſecure to the pro- 
prietor. Methinks the following 
verſe may be conſidered as one of 
the great and original foundations 
of ſocial preſervation : ** Breach 
<« for breach, eye for eye,. tooth 
* for tooth.“ It is at this very 
day the true recriminating prin- 


| ; ple, not, * quite: n 


or Scxrerune. © | he 
but eventually: and who can call 
the rectitude of it in queſtion? In 


reading theſe ancient records, how 
ever, we find ſeveral crimes pe- 
- able, which are now, though 
the letter of the law. The blaf- 


phemer, and ſabbath- breaker, for 
inſtance, was foned; and nod che 


ptice of an oath is, at worſt, but 
a ſhilling: and the other matter, 


for the moſt part, is no object of - 


attention. There are many mi- 
nute articles in the code of Moſes 
Kill in being amongſt us: thus, 
an hired | horſe, dying upon its 
Journey, is, to this day, as it was 
_— being an hired thing, 
FT 8 it 


_— - ” a + — > 


_— 


—ͤ ñ—ä—ù— — — 


— — — 


= 
[1 
. 
} 
1 
3 
mi 
1 
h 
* | 
F 
J 
. o 
= 
4. 
1 , 


- 


4 


4 $vnLIME > "AND Bravriro 


it came for his hire. The mat- 
ter and cuſtom of gleaning was, cer- 
tainly, firſt derived 175 1 8 
lowing command: a Bin e 905 


£99013 on 2 115 5 . DEE 
nate Mhen thou cutteſt erg 
barvelt in 1 the: field, and haſt for- 
: 4 got a ſheaf in the field thou 
A halt nor gd again to fetch it; 
cit ſhall be for the ftrangen, for 
cen the fatherleſs, and for the wi⸗- 
now; chat the: Lord thy God 
At may chleſs thee in all the work 
£:cofthy bands.“ of 
aud a; artis nad af II 
2 Theutermi of, an apprentiſhip 
Heems to originate from the follow- 
nee 1. dt thou buy an 
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Hebrew ſervant, ſix years he 


« ſhall ſerve, and at the end f 


e the ſeventh he ſhall go out free : 
and if a man ſeil his daughter 


for a maid-ſervant, the ſhalt” 
inet go out,” as the men ſer wants 
«4.2 There is, I think, no 
doubt, but this is the foundation 

of the cule of allotting the harder 


labour of the fields to the male, 
and the eaſier cares of the houſe 
to the female. Theſe are, indeed, 
curious and ſmall; but ſurely, no 
man will think them unintereſting 


remarks. Now I' am upon the 


ſubject of the ſtatutes of Moſes, I 
cannot neglect mention of various 
humane and ſocial inſtitutions, on 
ä ſome | 
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6 \. SUBLIME AND BBAUrirur 
ſome of which are very improperly 


If thou meet thine. enemy's 
*'ox, or aſs, going aſtray, 
thou ſhalt ſurely bring it back 
< to him again: if thou ſee the 

„ hing under his Werte thou 


* much to be feared, the 
enemies of the preſent day will 
ſcarce forbear ſmiling at this in- 
junction, ſo far from obeying it. 
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a poor man in his cauſe.” -. 
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" or Setrprony. 


11 one ſenſe, this is moſt: tighd- - 
1 ved * in a the counts. of 
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\« And if thou felt © 
6. ae or buy * 
« thy neighbour, ye ſhall not op- 
“ preſs one another.” 
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The modern maxim of ſtriking 
a bargain, is, perhaps, ſomething 
different from this. 


46 rr 

*« poor, and fallen in decay with 

* thee; then, thou ſhalt relieve 

* him, ſo that he * live with 
« thee,” 
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| 15 is really painful to comment, 
and draw. parallels betwixt ancient. 

and modern times, when we are 
22 to cenſure the latter in 


to many caſes;;—let, us, therefore, 
Joſe the ſubject, H Nara 
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wanne wirr [eros acht 
E 8 IE 31 AD 7 XXII. * 
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an 9 f BALAAM 2 a and his A 1188. 
Wlanoflick bus yas) teat 
PASSAGE, 
noqu ani: em eu io 
AND. THE LoRkD oPENED| THE MOU TR/0, 
THE ASS, AND SHE SAID UNTO BALAAM, 


"WHAT| HAVE 1 DONE un To THEE, THAT 
THOU HAST SMITTEN ME THESE THREE 


ee es 3t e490 PIN 0153 -40 "M0 
Dag C1 203 olfgaltirgqut 
TN, whatever light, chi matter. is 
viewed, whether as an opera- 
tion of the Deity (which we have 
no right to diſpute, ſince the ſame 
power which can command water 


from che rock, can as eaſily inſpire; 
« 
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10 SUBLIME AND BEAUTIFUL 
the animal with argument) or 
whether we conſider it in the light 
merely of a moral fable, it is won- 
_ derfully beautiful and pathetic. I 
Mall endeavour to illuftrate it both 
Ny and CL 64} DE 


&© Now „ upon 

« his aſs, and his two ſervants were 
Ko with him.“ In the very ſetting 

" out of the journey, it was a thing 
diſpleaſingao the Deity, and the 
| firſt hints of his diſpleaſure were 
very remarkably diſplayed. And 
the als ſaw the angel of the 
«© Lord ſtanding in the way, and 
his ſword drawn in his hand.“ 
Upen this, the poor creature, very 
387, - 5 natu- 


dr SCRIPTURE; 


naturally-aſtoniſhed at ſuch aſpee- 
table, turned aſide out of the way, 


and went into the field; And 
„ Balaam ſmote the aſs to turn 


while went on, till the ſame am- 


gelic appearance, ſtanding in a 


Path of the vineyards, made her 
fly in terror towards the wall, a- 
gainſt which ſhe unfortunately 


were, to obſtruct, or at leaſt to de- 


lay the journey, ſtood at laſt in ſo. 
* e e 2 


Poſſi- 


eruſhed the foot of hen maſter :- 
and for this ſecond offence: he 
ſmote her again. But ſtil the 
celeſtial viſitant reſolved, as it 
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12 SUBLIME” A BEAUTIFUL : 
poſſibility of paſſing either to the. 
when the. aſs found herſeif thus 
beſet, and thus thwarted in all her 
endeavours What could ſhe do 2 
She had reſpect to the commands 
of her lord; but ſhe was v unable 
: to obey them; poſſibly too, ſhe 
was more than affrighted . ſhe 
eee eee dee 
fore her . ſhe, therefore, fell do un; 
and Balaam, conſidering this third 
treſpaſs as a ſtill greater aggrava- 


tion of obſtinacy, ſmote the aſs 


with his ſtaff. Then it was that 
the Power, who knew the innocence 
of the poor thingq took pity upon 
I pF, Lo OO 


g an 


| ob Sextprore, | 13 
an end 18 the hard uſage, her 
| f d, that the might 
plead: hes eras, e 
and enter into a pathetic remofi- 
ſtrance with him upon the ſubject 
of His barbarity . And ſhe ſaid 
ec unto Balaam, What have I 
t done unto thee, that thou haſt 
mitten me theſe three times? 
But Balaam was now too violently 
angry to attend even to miracles, 
and, without regarding the cir- 
cumſtance, as being preternatural, 
he replied to it merely as an ordi- 
nary queſtion, by wiſhing, in the 
vehemence of his heart, a ſword 
was in his hand, that eme 3 
* — e the ſpot r. 
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24 SUBLaME AND BEAUTIFUL - 
now ſucceeds an anfwer which 
might melt the hardeſt heart; and 
_ ſoften the compaſſionate into tears. 
Am not I thine aſs upon which 
thou haſt ridden ever fince I 
40 was thine, unto this day? Was 
© ] ever wont to do ſo unto thee ?” 
Imagination here unavoidably ex- 
tends' the commentary. How, 
Balaam, canſt thou thus ill entreat 
thy ſervant? Have I at any time, 
fave now, reſiſted thy defigns, and 
have not thy ſlighteſt wiſhes been 
to me in the nature of irhunEtions? 
Thrice haſt thou lifted up thine 
arm in anger againſt me, and 
khrice have I borne the anguiſh 
without complaining. Ah, un- 


or Senibpronz- 12 15 
gentle eee not 


conceive, that ſome peculiar occa- : 3 
ion prevented my obedience? j; 


haply nothing ſtruck rhbine eye as 


an obſtacle, ſurely, thou mighteſt 


have relied upon one, whoſe fide. 
lity, both by day and by night. 
chou haſt ſo often experienced. 

Am I not the old ſlave of your. 


pleaſure, contented with whatever | | 


food it is convenient for you to 


allot. me—nothing loath to per- 


form the labours to which 1 was 
born, and to earn the herb of the 


field before I ate it! To this ex- _ 


poſtulation, which one would think 


might have force enough to re- 


ſtrain the iron hand of inhumani- 


as ar 
wires) Balaatm replied, by confeſ- 
fing char her arguments were true: 
% Was Lever 20 to do ſo d 
* thiee ?* Nay, anſwered Balaam. 
Adnigtct LOR? Hou tt olantldo its 
Soon after this dialogue, 2 the 
angel convinced” Balaam of his 
fault, and he then bowed his face 
46) the earth—ftruck, probably, 
with a" ſenſe of double impro- 
priety.—Why haſt © thou ſmitten 
_ thine aſs If a man was to be 
fairly aſked this queſtion in the 
courts of moral equity; thoſe courts 
where Conſcience fits as judge, 
how would he be able to anſwer 
it? There is no need to run this 
ine narrative into the 1 


3 - NP of 


or SCRIPTURE: || n 17 
Adu and latent meaning, it s 
to the 3 heart, And, We 
deed, the ſcriptures are not more 
earneſt and perſuaſive in the cauſe 
of compaſſion, than in the cauſe 
of ſalvation. There is ſcarce a 
chapter in which pity, that ſweet 
joined; and that the reader might 
nat be fatigued» with ſameneſs of 
language, the ſtyle of the ſubject 
is varied, almoſt a thouſand times: 
ſometimes the lovely quality of 
mercy is recommended to us, (as 
in o che preſent inſtance) by a ten- 
ting narrative ſome⸗- 
Vor. Il. EE -  . 
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mb ere eee eee 
ae ; und very" 6ften' th i con- 
we are led to che pradtice of the 
virtue, not only by a veneration 
for- its intrinſic eharms, but by 


: | exives from = compoſition. , CLI TRET? 1 


ee as for the mat part, 
eee neee 
| the 224 deer of — 
+ C. frorn verſe the firſt to verſe 
the ſeventh, here are ſentiments 
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dr p SentervxkE . 

- Hionnte: tendency. that ever were 
ed conerived, inſpired, or prac- 
tiſed. Let every man who. has 
a heart, Peruſe them —I will not 

| add-—attentivey—becauſe, to pe- 
_ ruſe. them inch where any 


degree of feeling een is 


| ws an fit 
Wat muſt . the 4 * 

| ſations of Balaam when he under- - 
ſtood from the lip of a Divinity, 
that unleſs the aſs had turned in the 
very manner he did, the maſter 


would have been flain, and the 
ſervant preſerved alive? How ex- 
treme ſhould be the caution, and 
. error before pu- 
C2 niſh- 


19 


* 


7 
2 9 _— 
- 


20 SvBLIME Au D BEAU Tru 
niſhment is inflicted; for ſuch is 
the infirmity of man, he may thrice 
ſmite his preſerver for thoſe very 
actions, which, ultimately, produce 
the moſt defirable and eminent 
bleſſings; and when once ſuch a 


miſtake happens, and the indig- 


nity is given, where is the man 
poſſeſſed of ſufficient effrontery to 
meet the eye of his benefactor? 


Every ſtroke we have given re- 
turns invigorated upon ourſelves, 
and we feel the blows Were, 
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How e day 
in the world, whom fuch a 
command would not terrify ?. It j is 


plainly aſcertaining, che moſt awe- 
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8 22 SUBLIME AND BravTIros 
ful moment of mortality: yet the 
. excellent perſon to whom it was 


ſpoken, appears to have received 
it without the leaſt alarming emo- 
tion; and that, not becauſe he 
was inſenfible, but becauſe he had 


_ talked with his maker as with a 


Friend, and becauſe he was aſſur- 
ed. Being informed of his own. 
death, indeed, he was: anxious to 


A up the vacancy which he ſhould 


leave, properly, and therefore for 
the ſake of poſterity, petitioned _ 
for a ſucceſſor. In theſe times, 


uch intelligence, even though it 


were communicated in a dream, 


— 1 wh 
Ft would. 


3 or F 50 - a 
Ants dread the. advances 0 the 
night, leſt the horrid images ſhould 


again, appears, but if, as in , 


Place, the tidings were conveyed 
by the voice. of God himſelf, al- 
though the event was not to hap- 
pen for fifty years, the Whole 
| ſcheme of life (however delight- 


fully our imaginations had befurr 


coloured it, however bright our 
morning enwrapt ſuddenly amidſt 
the gloom of midnight, gives us 
but 2. faint ſimile to expreſs the 
aſtoniſtunent and the anguiſh, that 
| would, upon ſuch an Occaſion, ſeize ; 
9 C WE! the 


24 SUBLIME AND BTAUTirvr : 
the ſoul : Inſtead of attending to 
our ſecular affairs, we ſhould be 
incapable either of buſimeſs or 
pleaſure; even intereſt would want 
its uſual ſtimulus, the verieſt Nig- 
gard would forget his unviſited 
Hoard, and at laſt, when the blow 
was juſt deſcending, with à fear. 
ful voice, and trembling hand, 
he would appoint a ſucceſſor; ot 
what is full as probable, ia” 
ene pod t pred 
or elſe the foams 3 
at leaſt a poſſibility, that deſtiny 
might delay to diſcharge its pro- 
miſe, would induce him to 'Uds 
amidſt the WA: of PIN | 
283 3 leave 


r 


— 


or enter b 3 


tive! his unſecured” property” to 
the rapacity of law, and the con- 
teſt of various claimants, Moſes, 
however, is repreſented as going 
on, immediately after this, in the 
great affairs whieh were allotted to 
bim. Undliſturbed by the common 
terrors of ordinary men, we ſtill 

find kim tranſmitting the laws of 
fe and eternity, from God to man: 
He continued, as before, to ſettle 
with the ſame ſagacity, the moral, 
civil and religious ſyſtem: He was 
the amanuenſis of Providence; and 
after he had done all the appointed 
3 to ſociety, he died at the 
age we one hundred.” and twenty 
3 , | | every 
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ny 1 a! © his eye was 
« wr And W 
not ariſen another like unto Mo- 
bes, whom: dn en face to face; 
8 conſiderably rnd (inſomuch 
that all the fcriptural fimiles of 
unable to give us the preciſe idea) 
is a particular indulgence. to us: 
Preſcience would diſtreſs the moſt 


virtuous mind, and in every 


matter, ignorance. is bliſt, and 
foreknowledge, would, to all in- 
tents and purpoſes, be agony. 
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IN the thort, ür y pleafing - 
narratives of Caleb and Oth- 


"niet, bravery and piety are pow 
fully recommended and rewarded. 
Caleb's ſtory is related by himſelf 
in the 14th chapter of Joſhua, 

en ES io ps 18 from We 


0 


= 
© © 
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from whence we eaſily ſee into his 
character. Enamoured of glory 


himſelf, he naturally loved it in 
others; and being called to battle 


by way of encouragement to the 


youthful heroes of his day, the 


moſt precious prize in his poſſeſ- 
fion—even'Achſah, his daughter. 
This propoſal fired the boſom and, 


animated the exertions of the youth 


Othniel, who took it, and received 
the beautiful reward. With this 
fair preſent, it ſhould ſeem, he led 


a life of honour and virtue, ever 
warmly devoted to his God, and 


: his country: for, after the death 


of J oſhua, Tm the children of 
- Ifrael 


or ScRIPTURE,  \ 29 
I Ifracbagain relapſed into diſobedi-. 
_ ence, and ingratitude, and the 
Almighty fold them to the king 
of Meſopotamia, as a puniſnment, 
Othniel was the perſon who, upon 
their repentance, was .ordained to 
deliver them from the chains of 
captivity : and ſuch was the wiſ⸗ 
dom of this hero's mind, that after 
he had reſcued them from ſlavery 
by the valour of his arm, he kept 
the land in the compoſure of peace 
_ forty” years. All that time the 
place had reſt M nor do we hear of 
any farther flagrant inſtances of 
treſpaſs, or violation, till after 
his death; upon which, that diſ- 


411 
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ready to beſtow the laurel. The 
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0 revol _ dernen. 


eee e e 
moral goodneſs well deferve the 


Higheſt treaſures of reward; and 


it were to be wiſhed, that the cou- 
Fage of Othniel was conftantly en- 


riched by the principlesof Othniel. 
War, in itself, is certainly only a 
more legal butchery chan private 


murder, but when the ſword is 
dravm in a cauſe like this, where 
integrity was blended with intre- 
pidity, every boſom is officious to 
Mare the honours, and every hand 


father-in-law of Othniel was, Mim- 
2 ſelf 


or Sentro. 31 


" deſerts of victory, and we find him 


aſſerting his claim befere Joſhua, 


has be contrived to rehearſe his on 


oldentatſon! And be ſpeaks of 


che ſervices he has done, and is 


ſtin able to do the ſtate, without 
incurring from delicacy itſelf the 


clanater'of 4 boaſter, -- < Forty 


* ſent me from Kadeſh-barnea"ts 


= eſpy out the land; and Fbroug ought. 


e wins heart. And Moſes fare 
. on chat day, faying, ſurely the 


« land 


Moſes, the ſervant of the Lard 


= n AND: Weir 


. land whereon thy feet have trod- 
. den, mall be thine inheritance, 


and thy childrens for ever; be- 
</ cauſe thou haſt wholly. followed 
the Lord thy God. And now, 
4 behold the Lord hath kept me 
Dane. he ſaid, theſe forty 
and five years, even ſince the 
Lord ſpake this word unto 
« Moſes, while the children of 
«+. Iſrael- wandered: in the wilder- 
“ neſs; and now, lo, I am this 
1 day, fourſcore and five | years 
old: and yet, I am as ſtrong 
this day as I was in the day that 
Moſes ſent me: as my ſtrength | 
« was then, even ſo is my ſtrength: 
* oN for War, both to go out, 
Lat 5. | e and 


F4 


/ 


or cn ru nB. 


fore, give me this mountain, 
ic fre. if ſo be the Lord be with 
« — ONO 
6c Saha Se.” old 
ö 
5 ee ieee The 
| whole ſpeech was ſuſtained by 2 


manly firmneſs, and à diſdain of 
all that naufeous incenſe which is 


too frequently laviſhed by the ſers 


vile petitioner. In- conſequence | 
of this / oration, Joſhua bleſſed 

him, and willingly gave that which 
queſts thus paid, he was reſolved 


to do juſtice to congenial merit: 


„ his love of 
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glory, and an example to others, 


had no ſooner obtained her, than 
the noble parent ſettled upon 


their iſſue a freſh inheritance of. 


fields and ſprings. Here it is not 


eaſy to glance at a deficiency: of 


modern times -a deficiency long 
deplored, and ſtill remaining to 
be ſo. Where is the adequate 
meed for the preſent race of con- 


querors ? Are the deliverers of 
our country for ever to be neg- 


lected to ſtarve after the toils of 


war, upon the ſtipend of divided 


pay, and to ſee the hand of power N 
lifting up over their venerable. 


. 


[ 
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heads, the beardleſs babies of the 
troop to the very top round of the 
ladder of preferment, while they 

are condemned to languiſh at the 
view, and, even in the ſeaſon of 

« the filver hair, ſtand uncovered in 
the preſence of their puerile ſupe- 

_riors?—O, Britain, where is thy 
gratitude ! O, ye diſtributers of 
_* honour, whither is fled ths OH 
of e 25 
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LEAVE THER, OR TO WETURN FROM. 
FOLLOWING AFTER THEE (FOR White) 
THER THOU OO, I WILL 00; AND 
WHERE THOU LODGEST, I WILL LODGE: 
THY PEOPLE, SHALL / BY ur ate 
AND,THY So MY NN | : 
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of Ruth. It feems ring de. 


ſigned to exhibit to us a lively and 
. high- 


* 


- * 


BY 
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high-coloured picture of the force 


| of female friendſhip on the one 


hand, and the weakneſs of reſolu- 
tion, when oppoſed by cuſtom, on 
the other. The general ciream-' 
ſtances of the ſtory being un- 
commonly fine, will ſpeak beſt 
for themſelves, and afford proper 
, comments im the D ad of re- 


ae 


+ 


CAO ane As 


When the famine aged with 
much ſeverity in her native land, 
Naomi, and her huſband Elime- 
lech, and their two ſons, went to 
ſjourn in the country of Moab, 


but Elimelech, died, and. Naomi, 


the wen, Was ae with her chil- 
„ dren: 2 


f tht P * 
* 5 


or 'Sortbrone; "5 gg 
dren: ſoon after this, thoſe chil- 
dten * took them wives of the wo- 
„ men of Moab; the name of the 
one was Orpah, and the other 
Ruth.“ It came to paſs that the 
young men, their huſbands, died 
alſo, both of them, and | now the | 
poor widow was bereaved of her 

ſons and her huſband. Unable, 
therefore, to bear any longer a 
place in which every ſcene” pre- 
ſented ſome image of loſt endear- 
ment, or revived ſome diſtracting 
idea of conjugal or maternal ten- 
nen ſhe enn to > ſeek: folace 
reſidence. 8 with ker 
5 M Orpah and 
. 1 + 9 
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country. of Moab. It 'preſently 
occured to the poor woman, as: ſhe 


Mas journeying on ber way, that 


if ſhe was herſelf unhappy, it was 
no teſtimony of her affection to 
involve her ſons wives in equal 
oalamities; and judging the re- 
ception ſhe. would be likely to 
| meet in the land of Judah; enter - 
ing it deſolate, unfriended, and 
_ unadorned, ſhe pauſed a moment, 
and thus pathetically addreſſed the 
young - widows: Go, my chil- 
Axen, each af you return to your 
_ < mother's hauſe; the Lord deal 
© kindly with you as you have dealt 
"AS. the' as. and with me. 
12 N 5 hy The 


or zentrronz. ar 
| « The ppg 9 
© reft; each of you, in the houſe of 
Having uttered this ſhort prayer 
for their happineſs, ſhe kiſſed 
them, and prepared to depart 
alone. How true to nature was 
their reply! They did not pour 
forth unmeaning compliments of 
condolance— They did not inter- 
change any idle eivilities of ſor- 
row, for their anguiſh was too fin- 
cere for ceremony Neither did 
+: they enter into the parade of pro- 
miſing future interviews for they 
poke not at all. The extreme f 
grief has, at the firſt ſurprize, lit- 


moſt, 


* 
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moſt, it burſts into ſhort exclama- 


X tions, as if it would ſhew the im- 
alleviation, therefore, in theſe caſes, 
that power, who to every wound 
- hath. provided., ſomething where - 
with to heal it, gave the comfort 
of tears, ſo that the fullneſs of the 


that kindly effuſion which Provi- 
dence has intended as a fountain to 
_ relieve the exceſſes of nature; either 
in the ſurplus of miſery, or tranſ- 
port. They lift up their voice 
and wept —A folio could not ſo 
| well diſplay their condition After 
ſome time paſſed in this kind of 
ſignificant filence, they ſaid unto 


143 or SCRIPTURE. 14 43 
her: Surely, we will return with 
ce thee unto thy people. Here again 
genuine grief diſcovers itſelf: one 
tender ſentence, and one only, ex- 
preſſes their deſigns and wiſhes to 
attend her. In ſuch caſes, conciſe- 
neſs 1 is nature, and circutnlocution, 
mere art and affectation . Per- 
eeiving the deſign of the daughters =* 


- 
i „ 1 „ * 4 * * . r 1 - 
n F. 


„The pathetic, as N ; the 2 ſays the 
moſt elegant tranſlator of Longinus, is diſplayed as 
ſtrongly by filence, or a bare word, as in a number 
of periods. I will venture to ſay much more frrongly, 7 
by a ſentence than a volume, in many caſes, and in 
ſome (as in the preſent inflance) total ſilence is more 
expreflive and characteriſtic Ne 208 moſt eee 
or forcible ſentence. p55 | e 


There is a kind of mournful eloguence OA 

In a dumb grief, which ſhames all Fans: rous 2 

Sorrow. ee £247 tt a 
Fin nd] ee ee wot e 
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the widow- woman Naomi * 

begin ts diddsde them, and" 
. n watt * Y .. preſs 


or, 164 dT ee beer bade en 

of the human heart, more poctically has it, 
My grief lies all within; g 
- And thoſe external manners of laments 


Are merely ſhadows to the unſacn grief 
That ſwells with fence in the tortur d 4 
There lies the ſubſtance. E 


© When words are too weak, ſays the ne- 
tours too faint to preſent a pathos, as the poet will 
be filent, ſo the painter will hide what he cannot 
mew :—Mr. Smith hath offered a very fine example 
of this, wherein the {kill of Timanthes, the pain- 
ter, is ſhewn in marking the gradations of ſorrow 
- in a groupe of characters, till he had exhauſted the 
| ions, and ſilence became neceſſary to the laſt 
ure in the diſtreſeful climax ; but nothing can 
Furniſh a finer illuſtration than Orpah and Ruth, 
Lord Kames, however, in his chapter upon the 
Language of Paſſion, after having obſerved, that 
 Iimmoderate grief is mute, becauſe complaining is 
ſtruggling for confolation, hath illuſtrated that re- 
mark by ſo apt a ſtory from the 3d book of Hero- 
dotus, that I am ſure the reader will not be diſpleaſ- 
ed with me for ſetting it down amongſt the notes for 
His ſervice. „ Cam 


E + 


OF ScnPTURE. 45 


T8 


preſs "their. ſpeedy... return. She 
painted che various diſaſters th 


„ Cambyſes, hen he conquered | Byypt, took 
* Pſammeaitus the king priſoner; and for trying 
„ his conſtancy, ordered his daughter to be dreſſed 
«in the habit of a 'flave, and to be employed in 
« bringing water from the river; his ſon alſo was 
« Jed to execution with a halter about his'neck. 


« The Egyptians . vented. their ſorrow in tears and 
*Jamentations ; Pfammenitus only, with a down- 


« caſt eye, remained Gilent, - Afterward meeting 
one of his companions, a man advanced in Years, 
& who, being plundered of all, was beggirig Ams, he 
« wept bitterly, calling him by his name. Cam- 
«* byſes, ſtruck with wonder, demanded an anſwer 
to the following queſtion :* ·Pfammenttus, thy 
« maſter Cambyſes is defirous to know, why, after: 
thou hadſt ſcen thy daughter fo ignominiouſly 
© treated, and thy fon led to execution, without 
t exclaiming or weeping, thou ſhoulaſt be ſo highly 
© cohcerned for a poor man, no way related to 
© thee?” . Pfammenitus returned the following 
© anfwer r* Son of Cyrus, the calamities of my 
| © Family are too great to leave me the power of 
« weeping z bet the misfortunes of x companion, 
* redyced in his bs ng. of bread, ie @ fit 
ae e 


a 8 would | 


: {4 
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would be liable to, in her com- 


pany told them ſhe had no more 


ſons to give them for huſbands— 
nor even a hut, however uncheary, 
and forlorn, to accommodate them 
with in her own country — and 
furthermore, that ſhe had not 


where withal to repoſe her own head 
upon, if, after the fatigues of tra-. 


vel, ſhe ſhould haply arrive ſafe. 
And, now ſhe once more preſſed the 


women in a farewel embrace, whilſt 


ſhe cloſed her arguments with ano- 
ther bleſſing, more melting even 
than the firſt. Nay—my daugh- 
ters - eep not I intreat you. It 
6 grieveth me more for your ſakes 
57 than eden the hand of the 


; 1 TIF} Ne Ry . Lord 


or | SCRIPTURE, op 
; kid hath gone out ork me.“ 
This was the touchſtone : ſhe had 
no fairly diſcovered all the hor- 
herſelf a woman without accom- 
modation — a traveller without 
hope of reſt at the end of her 
journey, and a widow, without 
one to take her by the hand, and 
ſay unto her, Welcome unfortunate 

— welcome again tothine own coun- 
try. The picture was too darkly 
ſhaded for Orpah. The dread of 
poverty, and all its ſable catalogue 


of terrors, ſtruck her at once: ſne 


tears ſacrificed a few more ſighs, 
1805 went her way. Not ſo the 
uh | affec- 
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affectionate Ruth. Hou excel 
lently marked, and that, by a fin- 


gle word, is the conduct af-cach. 
Orpah 4i/ed her mother-in-law ; : 


but Ruth clave unto her.” The 


ſentence, though thus compreſſed, 


is emphatically copious in point 
of meaning: but, indeed, the 
multum in parvo, ſhould be one 
pi ee of the ſacred: writ- 
Orpah kiſſed her mother - in- 
#,” i. e. ſhe gave her a farewel 
embrace, wept a woman's ſorrow, 
and left her mother to wander over 
"qe world. gut Ruth clave unto 
« her. Struck to the heart at iht 
Parent no more, and ſtill calling 


8 
W 


8 0 Seam ron, " 


which hadformerly made precious | 
additional 3 PIES being 
5 4 "Ih in a calamity, lich W 
| * family, en nor 


dme Iden of ber departures do far 


otherwiſe, indeed, that ſhe clave 
3 6 unto her, 10 clung round her 

neck —kiſſed her with an ardoq, 
a8 if the defigned to leave the ſeal” 
of her very ſoul impreſſed on her 


lips for ever. In vain did the no- 


che various miſeries which were at 


hand, and againſt which, bers 


was no Homfortable 


© 
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86 Sun 4 Bravrirur 
ample, the politic and 
ample of Orpah, her ſiſter In 
ſeern of ſuch condutt, and tocloſe 


thus declared, zn the eternal ho · 


The whale besuty and force of this 
maſſage is vat feen at once : it ig 
very ine climax, and there is 
in the grada - 


"_ * 


5 or 1 


The full ſenſe m5: 
8 branch out in this man- 


ner. Sbe begins with deſiring 
„ a A ee 0% 


away wade: up bath up- 


part. In the next place, ſhe un- 


folds her firſt defign to follow her 
fortunes in whatever part of the 


to purſue them : hut not thinking 


this ſufficiently expreſſive of her 


ber- t0 lodge under the ſame of, 
however poor, and to ſhare the 
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| After this, ſhe reſolves to know no 

. equally >the common friends of 

— — 

ments, but thoſe which are united 
by che ſame tender ties to her dear 
Naomi; and to form no connec- 
tions whatever, chat can, in the 

bore her.  Burſhe is not conemed 


With having delivered theſe aſſur- 


ances, for the goes on, declaring 
that her very religion ſhall be the 
faith, and one hope, ſhall animate 

their devotion, and: that the God 
of one, ſhall be the God of the 
1 1 1 Naz 


— 


: 
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25 for ſhe next determines not 
only to go with her the pilgrimage 
of life, but attend her beyond the 


gate of death to die with her 


Naomi, ſhould it be her Naomi's 
at laſt in the ſame grave: and this 


oath of the utmoſt importance and 


* 2 the daughters of 
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which ſhe had not the foul to te- 
| pair —Ill- nature Was, we may be 


ner 


: en ey ence to Bech · ehem; 
* and when chey arrived, it cime to 


«© paſs, that all the eity were mov- 


mee ie an e aud, 


(morals and Freſh elancies opened 


her own land, than all thoſe Herk 


paſſions which ke lurking in the 
boſoms of the iliberal and the in- 

ny were inſtantly awaken- 
ed. Curiofity ſurveyed che tatters 


fare, officions enough to throw in 


her” birter  ſarcaſiic Pride was 
Br 72 : 88 ready 


e genwrunn 2 
1 with her inſulting offer r 
pity-<Avarice lamented his inea- 
Pavity to anſwer the good wiſhes 
Artogane, every paltry" propenſity 
was in arms againſt our defence- 
1efstravellers. But as Naomi ori- 
ginally lived in ſome degree of 
comfort and credit in her own 
country, and was now reduced, 


fore, the mob flocked about her, to 
indulge the vulgar and villainous 
Joy, of adding a freftt load to the 
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heart which was already groating 
pager. ir hans; for it is, but 
to aſſiſt where aſſiſtance i -unne- 
ceſſary, and to deny ſuch aſſiſtance 
where it may be the means of 
continuing life, or of pros 
happineſs. And they. ſaid one to 
another meaſuring no doubt the 
poor wretch from top to toe; and 
noteing with cruel criticiſm, every 
unfortunate particular — (“ Is this 
% Naomi?” God of Heaven, as 
much as to ſay—is this the woman 
Ihe wife of Elimelech, who lived 
in ſuch. plenty — this poor ragged | 
eee ſhadow. of herſeli 
«Is this Naomi?” Mercy upon us 


; 2 4x3 44 — ] . — who 


or Scamrunz. 2 ms. 
"ties would have e ir 


Having exhauſted all the unfeeling 
and hardened remarks, cuſtomary 


on ſuch. occafions, all their com- 


paſſion, and all their cruelty, ended 
exactly in the old way: — in leav- 
ing ber the loſs of ſome ſighs and 


She ſoon found, that to rely upon 


but a precarious mercy: for it 18 


not bearing too hard I fear upon 


human nature to ſuppoſe, that her 


very next · door neighbour, the 


very companion of all her girliſh 
ſports, would give with an ill 
grace, if ſhe gave at all, that pil- 

low, or that bread, of which, after 
"" | fo 


S8 Svnint 4b Bravrirur, 
began to loſe the hope of ſuch te. 


| |  ' the: might be able to-revive the 


buried almoſt in the fame inſtant. 
Ruth, the faithful partner of her 
ſufferings, ſuggeſted an expedient, 


perceive, oh my dear Naomi, that 
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- owe dur daily bread; to dur daily 


labdur : as it is nom the beginning 
of che harveſt; behold the oppor- 


tunity of exerting ourſelves is at 
hand. Thou, indeed, att too much 


afflicted” to toil: but for my part 
much and tendefly as I ſympa- 
thize with thee, I am in the prime 


of my youth, and able to gather 


ſomerhing from the field : Let 


"ID now therefore po and glean 


«ears of corn after him in whoſe 
1 1 8 l f 
R 8 
* Now i was oy ek Naomi 

5 1 her huſband's, 
e mighty man of wealth, of the 
= _— of . 3 2 His 
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* name was Boaz:“ and it hap- 
pened as Ruth was gleaning af- 
ter the reapers, the, Was fituate 
on a part of the field belong- 
ing to Boaz. This citcum- 
nc * turn Launer 
ee 10 a view 00 his 
 reapers, perceiving the ſtranger, 
ſald unto the ſervant who was ſet 
over the reapers, Whoſe damſel 

is this?“ The ſervant's anſwer 
is penned with the moſt natural 
fimplicity. It is the Moabitiſh 
<<, damſel, that came back with 
Naomi, out of the country of 
„ Moab: and ſhe ſaid, 1 pray 
4 Ae let me nan gather 
oe "0 _ 


| or Aa 61 
of after the reapers among coke 
<6: ſheaves: ſo ſhe came and hath 
continued amongſt us even 
from the morning until now, 
6 that ſhe tarried a little in the 
« houſe.” Something there was 
either in this account, or in the 
appearance of the object, which 
won much upon the favour of the 
landlord: for it is ſurely a ſoſter 
pitality, that ſpeaks in the ſequel. 
Heareſt thou not my daughter? 

go not I charge you to glean in 


« any other field, neither go ok 
46 hence. but abide here faſt by 


< my maidens.“ I have given par- 
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men that they ſhall not touch 
bs thee. And when: thou art a- Fo 

* thirſt, go to the veſſels, and 
drink of that which the young 
40 men 1 Here, oy | 
251 5 — of Boaz nar 
na a very rapid progreſs, for in his 
fecond addreſs he was more bene 
vited her to conſider herſelf, as one 
of his on people, to © eat of the 
& bread,'to dip her welcome morſct 
in the vinegar at meal times, 
and to ſit chearfully beſide the reap- 
ers. Nay more, with his o-] n 
hand ſurely the heart extende d 
A * her parched corn, 
0 * 


or SCRIPPURE. 63 
+ and te i 55 a was: ful 
Ps Boaz ts to diſcover more 


evidently, that, the ſpring of this 


generous current lay very near the 
heart: When ſhe was riſen up to 


glean after her repaſt, he com- 


E: manded the young men to ſhew 
her all poffible marks of courteſy 
and diſtinction. His ſtrict orders: 


the ſcanty pittance, ear by ear, af. 
ter the cautious rake had gone 


aver the ground, but to let ber 
glean unqueſtioned, even among 
the ſheaves. Nay more, they were 
to let ſome handfulls fall on pur. 


peſt for her, and leave them for 
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ereature carried with all the expe- 
dition of affection to her friend: 
and when Naomi ſaw it when 


ſang for joy; then Ruth related 


* 42 
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her particular gleaning: And in- 
deed, ſuch was the ſucceſsful. con- 


_ ſequence of + theſe” indulgences, 


that after -ſhe had beat out what 
the had been permitted to glean in 
ane fingle day, © it was about an 


<< ephah of barley.” This, the kind 


the ſoul of the ſorrowful widow- 


to her the whole hiſtory of her 
good fortune, and concluding that 
the name of the hoſpitable owner 
of the land was Boaz. This in- 
telligence revived her ſpirits like a 
cordial, and ſhe exclaims with the L 


, 7 % \ 
CS * £ f 
* * 4 : * N A* 1 moſt 
* as 4 * 


er Bontbrere, © 6g 
moſt animated tranſport: the man 


is near a- Vun to us,” my beloved 


Often, and with equal ſucceſs, the 


went after this into che field, and 


continued there to'carn'a very 
comfortable living for herſelf and 


her friend, oven "40 - the eloſe of 


the harveft. In the mean time, 
the paſſion of Bonz had made a 
very pathetic progreſs, and the re- 
ſult of it Was, chat he beeame the 
honourable lover of our fair glean- 


he made, we are told, various pre- 
ſents. Rav: and Mc were en 
united, and, as a convincing in- 
Vol. IL EB + ſtance 


— 


Ruth one of our next kinſmen . 


er, and renewed his acquaintance | 
with his relation N ao, to'whom 


66 SUBLIME AND BEAUTIFUL 
ſtance of the harmony in which 
the family lived together, we find, 
highly to the gratification of every 
elegant heart, that when Ruth 
preſented to Boaz a child her 
firſt· born Naomi, —after all the 
tie ſweets of privacy and peace: 
for ſhe took the babe, and laid 
sit in | her: boſom, and became 
< nurſe unto it: And I muſt not 
' . forget to add, that this very child, 
whoſe name was Obed, was the 
grandfather of the famous David, 
to whoſe pen, the Pſalms are at- 
tributed; which, both as pieces of 
ſcripture and of writing, are to- 
tally unrivalled 1 in point of energy 
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and l, by any eee 
that hath: yet been, or that pro 
babiy ever Will bez produced if 


Joe... * | Mp, f Fl . 3 77 8 30 


481 


: 5 Und doubtedly our . Engiith. Vis A 

gil, " the author, of. 5 the Seaſons, 
wok from this ſry the hint of 
vinia : but, beauriful as — pl 
| fode may be, I by ho means think 
he hath. improyed the preſent ſub- 
ject. Iodeed, it is not eaſy to 


improve any of the ſucred narra · 


85 tives, nor was Mr. Thomſon” a 


poet of ämpleier; He” harh, | 
however, followed "the original 
Pretty . cloſely, eſpecially. in the 
5 | F 2 8 prin- f 


vin 3 — than Ruth: 5 


"I ret. N 


But 1 ſhall ques | öm⸗ 
* 988 para aber, it is 
bre alt! the reader "M | 


ng epi re it N With the original. 200 
125 . 1 18 S | 
Tis dy yſis bi 
40 friesdsg nad 734d i * 
And brtune fil, d. deceirful,onherbirch, 
Por, in her e Years e of en 
| Ofevery e 7 Fave id kleben. 
She e 


And DO, Nd in tue Har h 
Among che Winds of a ei 
By ſolitude and deep furrounding ſhades 
But more by baſhful model , conceal'd. 
T Together greg ko he Erhel Leer 
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e Benippoury,;- 4 
From giddy paſion and low-minded pride: 
Almeſt on nature's common bounty fed; © 
eee ee ee them to re- 
Wa poſe, To bia melt 164 01h 
ee ah Sear or ende 
Her form was freſher than the morning 
and pure, 1% NH 6 ο 6 5 
As is the lily, or the mountain now. 
The modeſt virtues mingled in W gp 
Still on the ground e „ darting all 
ue” humid beams into ths? rs, 7 
22 Gower: © onoreicnld nian 
or when the mournful tale Her mother 
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Thrill'd in her ae ons like the 
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Sat fair. proportion d on herpoliſh'd limbs, 
Veil'd in a ſimple robe, their Ho bes x 
Beyond the pamp of dreſs; for va 
Needs not the foreign aid of ornament, 
But is when unadorn'd. adorn'd.the moſt. 
Thoughtleſs of en ts: was, rs 
5 . 
As in the hollow breaſt of Augeaine.” | 
Beneath the ſhelter of encircling . i 
A _myrtle riſes, far from human eye, 
Any breathes its balmy fragrance der the 
wild; ee 11 EVE bt * 0 1 
80 fouriſh'd 8 2 ere all, 
The ſweet Lavinia; till, AMEN com- 
pell'd . | 
By ſtrong Neceſlity's fvgrems —— 
With ſmiling Jon. in her look 
Went 5 2 


e 


| To gs Palimon's fu. The pride of 


5 2B 1 
Palemon was, the beo, and the ricky q 
Who. 


ww .+9 2, 
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Wholed the rural life in all its jo, 
And elegance, ſuch as Arcadian ſong 
Tranſmits from ancient uncorrupted times; 
Who: _—_ caſtor had not  ſhackled | 

man, 1 fi 
But free to follow 1 nature was the 165 
He then, his fancy with autumnal ſcenes | 
' Amuſing, chanc'd beſide his reaper-train 


To wall, when poor Lavinia drew bis oye; 


Unconſcious of her power, "_ WE 
quick . 
With unaffected e hte.” 
He ſaw her charming, but he ſaw not half 
The charms her down- caſt modeſty con- 
7 ceal'd. | p . be 'T 4 
That very moment love and chaſte deſire 
Sprung in his boſom, to himſelf unknown 
A "OW 
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Should his heart own a gleaner in the field': 


* 


* What pity.1- n dekinas * 


« — beauty kindled, 
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l his houſ- ; 
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* Should be devoted u the tude embrace 
of ſome indecent clown |. She looks, 


* — — 6 * 2 


<< Of old Acaſtos line; and to my mind - 
** Recalls that patron of my happy life; | 
25 e eee fortune took its. 
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In pr ny fruitleſs ſearek old ne- 
ver an. cn ee 
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When, ſtrict as, from herſelf he: 
ee yo erode 08:7? 


She was the ſame, the daighe%bF his: 
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Then blas'd hjs-ſnother' flame, ur d. 
and bold; 
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And: be view'd. e * oer and 


n 
Love, gratitude, ee, 
Confus'd, — rte at his en | 
tears, : | 

Her riſing "Ik, aud d 1 * 
As thus Palemon, paſſionate, and juſt, 
Four: d out annmmmemnd his ſoul. 

| « And art thou then Anon 0 dear re | 
WET 7 OO 
She, whom my en gratcude has 
_ ſought, 
6 « $0 long in rain? O Heavens! th er 
ſame, - 
8 The ſoftened image of my noble friend, 
% Alive his every look, his every feature, 
More elegantly touch d. Sweeter than 
r | 
« Thou *. ſurviving bloſſom from the 
5 aa 


That 
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<< That nouriſh'd amr FORE HOY: 


10 we pet of cane. 


ven? 


* te bann b. +60 blown e 
rr ads biel 
« Tho poverty's w_ wink, and craſh 
ing rain, TAI 1 
cc Beat hee, and hey, on thy . 
% 2 
ce r 
FTranſplant thee ie. vernal 
ſuns, and ſhowers, © 
« Diffuſe their warmeſt, Moore, 4 97" 
And of my garden be che 1 * 
r 
4e Ill it befts thee, oh it ill befts 1 
% Acaſto's daughter, his whoſe open. 
ſtores, . 
Js Tho' vaſt, werelittle to a 8 
T ee The 
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nt ane of « chenbry, mus te pick 
*© 'The very refuſe of thoſo harveſt-felds, 
* Which ther aan PE 
e 5 NL © PBs 


r e 


2 eee 


* The helds, the maſter, all, nee 
-6©01 his; a bios erogene 
n TOO the various blefings »kich thy 
ho 0 Wasa das 9A 12241 wa 
6c 1 on me Taviſh'd, thou wilt add that 
| e, 1 * On Non mn 1 | 
„That deareſt bliſs, che power of bleſ- 
_—_— Evo big ent 
* SOLE LEED IOTETRY | om NA 41967 © $5334 YL 1 
He Gard 4 che youth: 5. 
—y i 
Expreſs d the facred triumph Fi ſoul, 
With conſcious virtue, gratitude, loves 
Above the vulgar joy divinely raid'd. 


Not waited he reply. © Won by the charm 
FT of 
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Of goodneſs irreſiſtible, and all 


In ſweet diſorder loſt, ſhe bluſh'd conſene. 


The news immediate to her mother 
brought, 

While, pierc'd with anxious thought, th 

| pin'd away 

The lonely moments for Lavinia's fate; 

Amaz'd, and ſcarce belierin 8 what ſhe 
heard, 


Joy ſeiz'd her wither'd veins, and ons 


bright gleam 


Of ſetting life-ſhone on her evening-hours: 


Not lefs;enraptur'd than the happy pair; 


| Who floariſh'd long in tender bliſs, and, 


rear d 
A numerous or-. lovely | like t diets 
elves, 


| Ad good, the grace of all me country 
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2 is! very remarkable, chat all 

thoſe perſonages of ſacred me 
mory, whoſe tranſactions are re- 
corded in the biographical parts 
of the Bible, have diſtinguiſhed 
themſelves for perſonal bravery in 
the moſt early periods of life. 

| Thus, 


— 


380 SvBpLiME AN BraUTIUL 
Thus, Moſes, yet a child, ſmote 
the Egyptian in defence® of his 
brother ; and, in the caſe before 
us, the youth. David, who, was, 
eve before this time, ſo enchanting 
a muſician, as to vanquiſh an evil 
ſpirit by the melody af his harp, 
commences an illuſtrious and war- 


doin ake: many of whom, whole 
armies were afraid, in fingle com- 
: bat. This hiſtory 5 18, likewiſe, 
fruitful of very ſine things, and 
favourable ti he remoetłk af a com- 
mentatex - There is a kill ab- 
cred narratives rarely, if exier, Jeep 
. writing: and it fall. be 
1 | the 


r 0+ Scxrerune..- 2 81 
the buſineſs of this iltoftration ito 
ſhew, that the chain of veal oir- 
cumſtances relating to the duel 
betwixt David and Goliah, is, 


from the beginning to the end, 


from the firſt ſyllable to the laſt; 

a match for any compoſition what- 
ever ſetting aſide the matter of 
ſcripture even in point of what 


the dramatiſts call fable. And _ 


am thus particularly earneſt to diſ . 
play, in this work, the literary 
excellence of the Holy Bible, be- 
cauſe I have reaſon to apprehend it 
is too frequently laid by, under a 
notion of its being a dulli dr and 
unentertaining ſyſtem; whereas 
wee is quite otherwiſe: it con- 
Vor. II. 9 tains 
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— rains all that can be wiſhed, by the 


trueſt intellectual taſte ; it enters 


ly, into human nature; it deve- 
lopes character, delineates man- 
than any other book extant : 
'and if once a man would take it 
into bis hand, without that ſtrange 


prejudicing idea of its flatneſs, and 


be willing to be pleaſed? I am 


morally certain he would find al! 


. the campariſon, and conclude, that 


he was not only reading the moſt 
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der/.confideration, as 4 performs 
ance, written with the greateſt art, 
managed with the moſt ma- 

judgment. This will beſt 
be done, by ſelecting, from the 
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whole matter, particular paſſages, 


and making 2 few. comments 
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I pitched by the valley of «lah, 


£ and ſet the battle in array, * 
c gainſt the Philiſtines. And the 
4 Philiſtines ſtood on a mountain 
on the one fide, and Iſrael ſtood 


on a mountain on the other, 


“ and there was a valley between 


„ them.” Fancy herſelf could 
not have imagined any thing more 


pictureſque ; nor could any mar- 
tial ſkill have made a more aweful 
arrangement. The next circum- 
ſtance is as intereſting as unex- 
pected: And there went out a 
« champion out of the camp of 
de the Philiſtines, named Goliah 
.« of Gath.”: The deſcription-of 
* W * ſuited to 


or SCRIPTURE. |! 85 

alarm; and I will be bold to ſay, 
far tranſcends in equipment the 
heroes of Homer himſelf. I ſub- 
mit it to all the poetical enthuſi- 
aſts. His height was fix cubits 

and a ſpan: he had an helmet 
ce of braſs upon his head, and was 
c armed with a coat of mail; and 
the weight of the coat was five 
e thouſand ſhek les of braſs,” 1 
muſt here interrupt the narrative, 
to obſerve, with what ſkill we are 
told of the ftrengtb of Goliab. It 

is not mentioned in the ordinary . 
way, by a recital of his former 


atchievements, but it is implied by 


the prodigious burthen he was able 
to bear upon his back; for, beſides 
83 | that, 


Wl” 


dis fr bandred ſhekles:of ron,” the 
weight of his coat wasfive theufand 
Sow ob 2 Sr BU __ on. 
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"44085 And he had greaves of braſs 
brass between his ſhoulders : 
andi the ſtaff of his ſpear was 
like a weavers beans;/ and; his 
© ſpear's hend weighed fix Hun- 
* dred ſhikles of won ;. and one, 
beating a ſhicid, went before: 
% him. The:terror:and confter- 
nation; with which. this Gigant 
ere auer, finke the 


or $cxrerURE. 19 a 
N 3 ſuſpenſe, and ſilent agi: 
eiche n muſt look. at 
and the Philiſtines muſt have views - 
dreſs to the armies of the adverſe 

party, could only ſerve to heighten 
their apprehenſions, for he defied 


thirſted for war, as if it were an 


appetite in him: Give me a man 


K (ſaid he), give me a man, that 
we may fight together,” What 

2 fanguinary ſentence Hit ſmacks of 
blood and of diſpatch: it ſnews at 


— -- 
- — — — 
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Saul was daunted at the challenge, 
and in all the tribes of embattled Iſ- 


rael (amongſt which were the bro- 
thers of David) there could not be 
found a man to accept it. The unri- 
valled Philiſtine, in all the arro- 


gance of ſuperiority and triumph, 
repeated the challenge, morning 


and evening, for forty days. 


About this time, young David 
was diſpatched by his father Jeſſe 


to carry proviſions to his brethren 


in the camp; for this office he was 


called up from the paſtoral em- 
ployment of tendence on the 


flocks. Theſe, he left to the care of 


another keeper, and went, as he 
had been eee: « And 


132 7-06. Wa "I 
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dt came to the N as 
e the armies of the hoſt were go- 
ing forth to the fight, and were 
«ſhouting for the battle: for 
„ Iſrael and the Philiſtines had 
put the battle in e n | 
« againſt ty 9 Fer i 


of The aripung e odds not bees, ar- 
| backs in a more critical time, nor 
at any more likely to awake in him 
the ſparks of glory, eſpecially as 
his brethren were all engaged in the 
cauſe. He had ſcarce finiſhed the 
firſt ſalutations with his brethren, 
before another matter fell out won- 
derfully well calculated to kindle 
the flame of honour; for, while 


1 1 


4 SvnLIms any BeavTrevr 
| he was converfing wirk his breth- | 
of Gach again, and, with add 


defiatice, The Iſraelites were 
ſore afraid; and ingloriouſly fled, 
David's brethren, then, related to 


him, the former menaces of Goliah, 


aud che promiſes of reward which 


of the conqueror's father was to be 


have great riches, and the hand of 
the king's daughter. How finely 


* a 
a * 
« g ; 
* 
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or 'Sexr$rous; of 
feſt i the 3 his 
ſpirit - "and this is carried fil 
preſles, afterwards, the jealouſy” of 
his heart, at his being calle only 
the Slayer of Thouſands, while to 
David's arm the women aſeribed 
8 over Lee of Phoalands, 
= eee Gas were in 
David's diſcourſe; which foo 
reached che ear of the general, 
and which procured him mv in- 
mediate interview. Courage t 1 n 
reſpecter of perſons: the young 
man is repreſented as ſpeaking to 
than lie ſpake to Ris Brethrem In 
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- the firſt part of his converſation he 
A ddreſſes him upon the ſubject, with 


all the ardour of a glowingand inde- 


pendent ſpirit. He ſaid : Let no 
cc man's heart fail him, becauſe of 


<« this Goliah ; thy ſervant, will 


go, and ſight with-thePhiliſtine.” 


Modeſt, but glorious : thy ſervant 


will, atleaſt, go and fjpb#tiwith this 
preſumptuous boaſter. It was na- 
- . tural for Saul to treat this offer 
at firſt, as a ſally of juvenile ſpi- 
rit, laudable enough, but nothing 


effectual; and his reply to it muſt 


have been delivered ſmilingly. 


Thou, child! Thou art not able 


 10,go/againſt this -Philiftine,' to 
fight with him: for thou art but 


8 1 


or entered 93 
: a vena and 
Ks er 7 
arms. The modeſty, ry rag 
conciſenels with which our young 
ceſs r engagement, is in- 
ee — 


5 Thy ſervant kept his fa- 
15 ther's ſheep, and there came a 
« lion and a bear, and took a 
Wc lamb out of the flock : 72 


Kei I wint conv: Hh 
ee and ſmote him, and delivered 
the lamb out of his mouth, and 

| "68, when 


+ « God. | 


5 * ers AND —_— 


$f gf ty nov "the 


4e lion and the bear: and this un- 


« circumciſed Philiſtine ſhall be 


ode of them, ſeeing he hath de- 


, fied the armies | of the lin 


WI "The Lord that delivered. me | 
« out of the paw of the lion, and 
« out of the paw. of the bear, he 


* will deliver me alſo out of the 
4 e 199 e een, 


8. 


a eee a 
4 wth every ref denn, bar ſome 
reſerm- 
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Saul was fo charmed with his 
rag * eri ſentiments, 
[that 


abend to the ſtory of n Norral Ia the 
| Tragedy o Douglas, when he diſplays bis herois 
ſpirit, and is firſt admitted into the preſence of 
Lord and Lady Randolph. Perhaps, the author 
really had the bravery of the congueror of Goliah 
in his eye, which is the more likely, as an inti- 
timate acquaintance with the ſcriptures, and, no 
doubt, a veneration for them, was in the way of 
Mr. Hume's profeſſional ſtudies. At any rate, the 
ſpeech will read extremely well after that of the 
ſtripling David, whether it be intended, or accl- 
dental, the reſemblance is frriking, 


name is Norval : on the Grampian hills 
My ather feeds his flocks ; a frugal ſwain, 
Wha contet cas wee ts eur bs vs, 
mod hy die only tape mala, at home, 
For I bad heard of battles, and I lang'd 
To follow zo the field ſome warlike lend: 
And Hegyen ſaoa granted what my fire denied. 
This magna which roſe laſt night, round as my eld, 
Had not yet fill id her horns, when, by her licht, 
A band af fierce barbarians, from the Hills, 
Ale torreas vawn uren Ae. 
_ Fox 
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that he began already to hope 


ſomething from his efforts, inſo- 
much, that he ſaid-. Go, my 
< lad, and the Lord go with thee.” 
Bur the Kr en po N 


For ſafety, ow vWF e ot bac. 
With bended bow, and quiver full of arrows, / 
Hover d about the enemy, and marx c 
The road he took, then haſted to my ſriends: 


Whom, with a troop of fifty choſen men, 


I met advancing. The purſuit I led, 
Till we O ertook the ſpoil-encumber'd foe, 


We fought and conquer d. Ere a ſword was drawn, 
An arrow from my bow had pierc'd their chief, 
Who wore that day the arms which now I wear, 
Retiring home in triumph, I diſdain'd ar SE 
The ſhepherd's ſlothful life; and having heard 
That our good king | had ſummon' d his bold peer 
To lead their warriors to the Carron fide, 


I left my father's houſe,” and took with me 
A choſen ſervant to conduct my fteps :ﬀ — 
Yon trembling coward who-forſook his maſter. 


Journeying with this intent, I paſt theſe NO . 


And, Heaven · directed, came this day to do 


I'M happy e rag that 7 5 my rp name. 


which 


. or $cxieruny. 8 7 
| high ſucceeded this commiſſion,” K 
is moſt beautiful, indeed! De- 
lighted with his generous ambi 
tion, Saul, with his own. hand and 
acoutrements, equipped David far 
the battle; he put an helmet of 
bras upon his head, and defended 
bis body with a coat of. mails 
then, girding his ſword upon his 
armour, he aflayed 1 to So- but 
5 touched by. ſome ſecret. inf] inte 
—he again diyeſted himſelf of the 
armour, and putting only fixe 


oy ſmooth. ſtones out of the hook, he 
took his ſtaff, his Fripe and his + 


5 fing, and thus, like a ſhepherd, 


* 


4 


drew near to the Philiſtine. . There | 
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"Sys And the. e. came on, 
4 and the man that bare the fhield 
4 went before him; and when 
e the Philiſtme looked about and 
4. faw David, be Aſdaine itn.” 
. -Diftlinea is, perhaps, che only wort 
An this language that could have 
en uſed properſj on this occaſion. 
There was ſo palpable a difference 
between the Combatütitz, and the 
Auperjority and fttength evidently 
wp {ſo much on the fide df Golith, 
that he Aiſtlalue to fight with Him, 
very naturally chitking him * 
* of his ſpear: for David had 
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ure yr the eee, that che 


d comeſt to me with faxes?” 
This ſoon exaſperated him, and 
he cutſed David by 5g own” gods. 
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er: Whoever examines the ſeriptures, 


Vill find the niceſt preſervation of 
on character, each delicately deſcrimi- 
__ nated, and ſo admirably con- 
traſted, chat nothing which an | 
one, is Siren heterogenouſliy, to 

: another; This has alſo been con- 
7 eager ee 
nifeſted in — 5 Ain 
in the Bible more. An inſtance 
of this is before us. We never 
once loſe ſight of the ſavage auda- 
| "city of Goliab, from his firſt me- 
nace to his death he ſpeaks but 

lttle, but every word ſeems to, fall 
from the lip; of. a giant. When 
-Dayitle Perſiſts in * reſolution to 
I I 


7 477 0r-Sowrprore 77% 10 


t he ſaid, Come to me; an 
Jun give thy feſh unto chef 
« of the air; and to the beaſts of the 
eld.“ The dependence of Das 2 


Vid ws upon his God; and in ſuch 


obnſidence he returned the thteat 


of Goliah with additional fury. 
This day wilt che Lord deliver 


Fl 4 


. thee into my hand, and I will 
8 ſmite thee, and take thine bead 
& from thee, that all the carth 
cc may know there is a God in II. 
cc rgel: and all this aſſembly ſhall 
'*/:know that the Lord ſavethi not 
4 with the ſword: and ſpear; for 


d the battle is the Lord's, and he 


< will give you into our hands.” 
They — and che propheſy | 
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bf the young warrior was filfilled!. 
The power of the Divine affiſtanee 
mich can make all homan ſtrength 
e feeble tab finews: of the 


Juſtrated-in-the death of: Goliahs, 


4 n unde to- paſßs "OY 
Vite Fhiliſtine aroſe, and came 
„ meet David, 
* that David haſted, and ran to- 

'*< [wartl the army to meet the Phi- a 
e And David . his 
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— off his head therewith + 85 
e Philiſtines ſaw- i 


By ſack: means 04s the 


and thus fell 


= os "way of literary criticiſm. | 
Soliah of -Gath reminds one of 


— 


Hector. The above deſcription 
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"ror do the "Uradlitiſh bands, 85 *Go- 
tink of Gat. SUL] j 13 990 1 $ FA. 
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kg bg Ame the oh 
important parts of this intereſting 


S _ duel, we have leiſure for à few 
ſupplemental reflections, in the 
This | 


12 


Homer's Ajax; and, indeed, the 
proceſs of the engagement between 


the giant and David, is, in many 


the ſingle combat of Telamon and 


of Soliah's perſon „and warlike 
preparations,” are more military 


; particulars, like” the ceremony of 


2 


and formidable than the hero of 


„ 1 Homer. 


odr Scktervits. ©” 10g 


«db 5; 4A 


Homer. Let the e cha- 
racer of the Giant of Gath be com. 
Pared with what follows : * 


9 7 o 


Now Ajax brac'd his dazalingarmour on, 
JS in 1 rel, 65 F 


one: * 1 Fi . 1 * . i W 2 y 15 


He moves to combat with majeſtic pace; 
'Softalks in arms, the grizly god of Thrace. 


a L * 4 * 3 1 * 3 L. 13 N 12 2 2 we = A 
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, 


god: 
Grimly he ſmild; | earth trembled as s he 
His maſſcy ANC his hand, 
He ftood the bulwark of the Grecian band. 
"Thro' ev'ry Argive heart new tranſport 

= * Cs « 
All Troy ſtood wenig. at che n 3 
Ev'n Hector paus'd ; and with new doubt 
oppreſs d; tele 2 PA 
; Felt his great heart ſuſpended in his breaſt. | 


Scarce any part of this deſcription, © 
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= of ite originalen bear hring- 

| near that of the giant war- 
Tb: «rior of the ſeripture. Hig moy- 
5 ng with majeſtic pace to combat, 
is leſs terrific than Goliah's trium- 
Phant march: in the full view of: 
the aſteniſhed Phzläſtines There 
| ſeems alſo leſs propriety in Hee-- 
_* - tors panſe of fear; than in the in - 
_ apprehenfive and intrepid conguct 

of David, who, ag 966 _ 
tiſed like Hector, 
© Fram right to lefe the: "Ty 
And bear ack battle on bis ſo 

..;.. - ſhield; VS 85 
was, nexertheleſ, 0 niſormy brave 
Ys Rite? Kut: 30 1159 111 wn 
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"a evet finding chat heroiſm: 
ſuſpepded, even at the, 0 - 
Goliah.. All T might, in- 
deed, be ſuppaſed to-tremble. at 
the mighty ſon of Telamon, in 7 
the ſame manner as Saul and the 
" nibes of embattled; Iſrael, trems- 
bled before the arrogant Philiſtine: D 
hut for Hector's heart to fail him, 
_ though; but for a moment, Was,, 
ſurely, ſuch a falling off from the 
dea we wiſh to entertain of chat 5 
celebrated hero, that one is almoſt 
angry with Homer for doing our 
favourite ſo palpable an injury in 
che tendlereſt and brighteſt part of 
his character. It may be urged, 
U indeed, thatDavidhad confideneg in 
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= God, and that his bravery ema- 
| ted from inspiration. An ar- 
N very fimilar, may be 


brought in favour of the Trojan 


hero, Who, as we are to believe, 
certainly truſted as much in the 
virtue of þis cauſe, and the good- 
neſs of bir god, as the other; 

nor did the poet ever ſuffer him to 
go to the battle till thoſe deities 


were firſt ſupplicated.”” Witneſs 
the addreſs offered up, on the very 
occafion of the conteſt with Ajax. 


Oh, Father of mankind, ade _ 


On lofty Ida's holy hill dor d. 
. in the * Heav'n 180 es ay 


. throne, : 
Sede of gods, unbounded, and alone: 
5 8 thou, de, OR Al. JS 
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The ſhield of Ajax i is, however,” | 
more particularly deſcribed than 
the ſhield of Goliah. 63. 27: tr 3th 
Stern Telamon, behind kis ample. ſhield, 


As from a brazen. tower, 0 und the | 
VVV 


| Huge Was its orb, with ſeven thick folds 
. © overcaſt; © * 7 vs it £46 / "#1 . 


Of tough bull-hides, | braſs, 
* \ las. , 9: * 
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But the circumſtantial account of 
the giants ſpear, the weight of its 
head, his greaves of braſs, and his 

target; his coat of mail, and his 
maſſey helmet, are all ſuch evi- 
dences of his aſtoniſhingsxnzxo rn, 
and, apparently, inyincible vigour, 
chat, without any parade or ſuper- 
 fluity of words, they give us the ex- 
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"dec ie ana 
40 find a character 
«delineated with parallel foree—if 
wwe with +0 read any 
Me Guliah ef Gath, we muſt | 
arch fer it in che 
| whoſeinſpiration-es chiefly drawn 
from the ſonrces-of ſacred .compo- 
and His poetry Lewedd 
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The ſublimity with which 12 75 
4 1 58 Satan, when 
e eee a . 
is R mY a; 
- Hibits ſuch an aſſemblage of grand 
images, as nothing but a genius al- 
tagether illimitable could poſſibly 
furniſh. Long quotations, however, 
not cofring within che defign or 
_ <6ipaſs of this work, 1 fall on 
Preſent fuck lines as ew the 
Prince of Darkneſs not vety unlike 
in point of warlikeypreparation, 


giant, who was ſubdued by the 
«youth David; and with theſe | 
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. — the cloudy Val, 
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On the rough edge of battle e'erit join'd, 


oh 5 Satan, with vaſt and haughty ftrides ad- 
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its SHE $A1D, AS THE Lord, THY, on. 
- divers 1 HAVE dor A CANE 1 
KANDFUL OF MEAL IN A BARREL, AN 


A LET EE 01L IN A CRUSE, *' 4 11 
* ge is pregnant with 
pleuſinp illuſtrations; being 

alen from a ſtury inferior to fer 
if amy in ſacred cempofitien : 
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agretablc incidents, bur furniſhes 
1 1 a fk 


wes 
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a ſtriking and conſpicuous moral: 
the virtue of Gratitude is very 
emphatically illuſtrated on the one 
hand, and the duty of Hoſpitali- 
ty, on the other. Nor has it 
eſcaped, indeed, the remark of 
ſeveral writers; but the ſcriptures, 
as I have before had occaſion to 
obſerve, | are treaſuries affording 
_ Inexhauſted novelty to | their ad- 
mirers. 3 

The TER EUR) con- 
—_ in this ſacred drama, are, 
Elijah the prophet, and a poor 
widow- woman, who lived, by very 
hard and conſtant labour; ſo hard ö 
ae, that the, was obliged - to 


"I 
939 ; 


or sentrunkt. wig 


piek Ber faggot to light her fire, 


before ſhe could bake the bread, 


which chat labodr had gleaned. 
At the time of her firſt meeting 
with Elijah, ſhe was more than 
uſually ſtraightened; for her whole 
ſtock - conſiſted of a "handful of 
meal, and a little oil; and ſhe was 
then ſtooping, in ſearch of "a few 
ticks, to drefs this ſcanty modi- 
cum, to preſerve from death, her- 
ſelf and her ſon. Vet this was 


the critical period - even while the 


was thus afe#ionately employed — 
this was the moment marked ou, 
by Providence, to try the ſtrength ws 
of her ſympathy : it was alas! no 
time to beſtow, - while her bounty 
kl bs 1 = 2, was 


** 
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was thus circumſcribed: nor was 
it a fit ſeaſon to ſhew. the natura! 
courteſy of her temper, when the 
Vas exerting; her laſt efforts in re- 
tbe foreſt degree, the ordinary ac- 


g eommodations of life herſelf. Un- 


der this Prefſure of her circum- 
| ances, it 1s worth while to ſee. 
bo the conducted herſelf, When 
io ſplendidly, in ſacred hiſtory) 
foretold, that a divine puniſhment. - 
n ſhould alight upon Ahab ( man, 
© who is repreſented as wicked and 
MO ill-diſpoſed aboye all that were 
4 before him) chen, 10. eſcape- that 


as arge 1 28 110 
Had kindled- againſt Aa! in the | 
breaſt of Ahab, he hid himſelf 
by the brook Cherith, where the 
raden Were commanded to catet 
for his ſupport,” while the brock N 
ſupplied him with drink. The 
reſource of the ſtream however | 


foon' failing, he again ſought ſhel- 
ter elſewhere, © and removed to 


Larephath, where he no ſooner 
_ arrived, than he beheld this widow- 
woman engaged, as before deſcrib- 
eld, in gathering ſticks; and he im- 


sdlarely called to her, and re- 


queſted her to fetch him a little 
water in à veſſrl. This was not 
unreafonable; but did not He ren- 
ay it ſome what fo, ann 


oe cs 
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called her back as ſhe was haſten- 
ing to oblige him, to defire ſhe 
would bring a morſel of bread 


likewiſe in her hand? A mor/el of 


bread, and a little water, was, to be 
ſure, aſking the favour in as de- 
ceent language as could be; but 
in this poor woman's, particular 
_ fituation, it muſt have had a very 


important ſound: there is a moſt 


beautiful diſplay of her charitable 


heart, in her anſwer,—<* As the 


Lord thy ( God liveth, r not 


e a cale, but a handful of meal in a 7 


66 « barrel, and a little oil in a cruſe: 
« and behold, 1 am gathering to 


« ſticks that I may go in and dreſs 


* 


it for me . my ſon, that we 
DST vs 8 "oF 


e — 
_ 


e it and die a0 if he bad 


ſaid, you ſee my ſtock, ſtranger— 
it / is my very laſt meal I am 5 
picking two ſticks that I may lay 


my poor meal acroſs, and then 
(as all further reſources fail my 
child and I will die in the arms of 


one another. Then it was, that Eli- 


jah bid her not fear, for that the 


ce barrel of meal ſhould not-zwafte, 


< nor the cruſe of oil fail unto the 
* day that the Lord ſendeth rain 


2 upon the face of the earth * and 
this he aſſured her, was the ſenti- 


ment of God himſelf. Now, had 


her meal and oil to herſelf had 


bee rg. or indeed ought 


1 jiiuflu- 


or ScxIPTURE.” 119 ; 


' this woman been inclined to fave 


1 4 


1 4 1 4 


ready urged ſhe might (had the 


which teach, that, charity begins at 
| bome, and that ſelf· preſetvation is 
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influenced by that powerful ſelf. 


love hich has ſo general an af- 


cendency in the human breaſt; 
or had ſhe even yielded to the 


force of thoſe prudent maxims 


the: have evaded.this requeſt ? nay, 


_ Whata ſwarm: of right, ſaund apo- 


logies preſented "themſelves for a 


been a-woman of- the world) have 
added many others: ſuch: as the 


expecting condition in which the 
left her half-famiſhed child her 
au extreme hunger, and the * 


n [ A 1 
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of preſerving herſelf and her lit. 
pyet a meal remained, would be 4 
kind of ſuicide; and to give 2 
morſel from any part of her own 
family, when a morſel was all that 
was left for the ſupport of '#200z - 
would be a prodigality for which 
ſhe ought to ſuffer the poverty that 
muſt inevitably reſult from it. As 
to its being, as he ſaid, the com- 
mand of the Almighty, ſhe might 
reaſonably offer a doubt as to the 
truth of that particular. Is there 
not he might reply is there 
not, ſomething of inconſiſteney, 
. good 


1 
4 
*” 
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© good ſtranger, in this part of your 
story? That we ſhould: 40% one 
another, nia, I know a ſocial and a 
religious duty; but this muſt be 
where plenty, or at leaſt compe- 
-- tence,” preſents us . with the 1 de- 
lightful power, —lIt is not indeed 
ſurprizing that I, (being the firſt 
perſon you have ſeen) ſhould be the 
flirſt addreſſed on this occaſion, be- 
cauſe I know hunger catches at 
the ſlighteſt and neareſt poſſibili- 


ties: but excuſe me, if I think 


the matter of the promiſed mira- 
cles not a little problernatical. 
Would God have directed your 
application to a poor defenceleſs 
 yidow-woman, Ne has a father- 
Dog | leſs 


4 
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leſs child to toil for, and is yew 
labouring in the laſt exigency. 
Would he have ſaid—let her di- 
vide her all with you? Would 
He, who knows human nature: ſo - 
_ intimately, and who never expects 
us to. injure our ſelves on any 8 8 | 
 whatever.—Would: He have me 
| liſten to that which ſounds fo. like 
the trick of a needy traveller, and 
ſhall I credulouſly give my- ſtaff 
from my hand in expectation of 
another dropping down from Hea- 
ven? No friend I underſtand 
ſomething of this world; and 
though I admire to do good, L muſt 
not expoſe myſelf to ridicule—for 
"ſ e comply apes: re- 


9 $2 | queſt, 
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4 _ tell me honeſtly wouldft 
- thou not laugh at my weakneſs ? 
f Farcwdltitheny and be aſſured, 1 


=  - lament my inability as much us 
A wad 


ah 
| IR wits hen What every 
ben might have ſaid: 
=. et us now ſee what 745 really the 
ſentiment of the occaſion. There is 
1 no other anſwer recorded than that 
1 ſhe did according to the defife of 
— Elijahv She did not even ſtay to 
©  @cxpatiate upon het en generofity 
LTEuaor tel him, that if his pro- 
phecy mould be unfulfilled, the 
muſt only ſtarve ſo much the 
ſooner for. her good natute; but; 


i bad 8 £ev 

| 9 the 
EO | 

; © 
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+ 
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_ the) relied. Samoan fin-. 
_ ang; herd ſo 
3 ſhe e a 
- little! cake for Elijah rt, and 
then attended to the wants of her 
little one and herſelf. But this 
courteſy; and confidence was pre- 
ternaturally rewarded: for - ſhe: 
days; and the barrel of meal 
waſted not, nor did che cruſe of 
i l 8 of | 24 $63 AL 


Elb . re 
the widow's houſe, and was conſi- 


dered as a part of her family, au- : 
a ſuſpicious circumſtance fell ns 
2 4 9 x Which 


— 
. 
- 
wh 
FY 
© 


_ 
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which gave her at firſt but too 
much reaſon to alter her opinion 

of him. Soon after this friend- 
| ſhip: was formed between them, 
the ſon of the hoſteſs fell fick, 

and his ſickneſs was of ſo ſore a 
nature, that it preſently terminat- 
ed in his death. The unhappy 
mother attributed it to ſome ſecret 
exertion of cruel power in Elijah; 
for as he could divine one miracle 
in her favour, ſo ſhe apprehended 
he might be able to effect ano- 
ther to her prejudice: However, 
certain it is, ſhe entertained ideas 


exccedingly to his diſcredit, and 


indeed, eſteemed the thing ſo very 
-ubgrateful a return for her fair 
1 | 2 Cl. 


od and demeanour, that we 
' find her reproaching him with all 


the ſeverity of an ill. intreated 
friend, and all the diſtraction f 
an injured parent. What have 1 
© do with thee—thou man of God! 


& art thou come unto me, to call 
 < my fin to my remembrance, and 


« to lay my ſon ? This appears to 
have been ſpoken with the utmoſt 
bitterneſs of irony, as if ſhne had 


faid :>Thou man, who pretend- 
edſt to have been directed hi- 
ther by the expreſs orders of God: 
Thou meſſenger from the Lord 


of Heaven—what have I done 
unto thee, that thou ſhouldeſt thus 
requite me ?—Doſt thou do this 


to 
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IG 300 hg me ben I ſhare . 
__ + Trae k is that thou hast in one 


1 dt render the mourning of the wi- 
do thus additionally fore; by firſt 


1 ings of plenty, only to make the 
2 by after-ſtroke the more intolerable, 
the | fa- 
ſhame upon thee ! | for:' this-+ſhall 
| ſtmhe widowꝰs curſt purſue thet for 


3 =” 


Wee 4 & ow 


or Sentvrony, © b 


ever: for this—but 1 1 cannot ſpeak. = 
Behold, the innocent victim of 


your barbarity—behol 4-4 t 6 70 — 


1 breathleſs before vou. — Alas 
my bon — my fon! how haft thou 
been ſacrificed' to the inſidiouſpeſs 
of a ſtranger! It was highly. in 
character to reprove him in this 
mantier; and it is equally natural, 

that the good'man ſhould feel the 


> Teproof \ with all imaginable ſeve- 


_ rity. Many eircumſtances con- 
curred to make him truly wretch- 
ed, even under ſuch an imputation : 3 


for he doubtlefs confidered' her 


in the tendereſt degree, as his beſt + 
benefaftor—as one who had ma- : 


 Kifeſted the /enfibility and _ of 
© You, . X her 


3 Y : a - 
w__ ih 
— 
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ber heart, in the very criſis, both 
$ of / his fate and her oon; and laſt- 
ly, as 2 widow, whoſe life Was 
wrapt up in the life of her ſon, 
Nor could he indeed fairly blame 

| her ſuſpicions. Since the time, 
the place, and the ſuddeneſs of the 
lachs death, gave in ſome fort, a 
colour of probability to them. Her 
miſery too, had. its ſource. ſo near 
the ſoul, that he could not attempt 
either to check or to chide ĩt; ad- 
vice would. have been rejected, | 
and pity impertinent: he troubled 
her with neither; but, taking the 
baby corpſe out of the mgther's 
boſom, where (though i it was dead) 
. nn as ul Alon 

ling 
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apartment, and laid him gentiy 
nw hisown bed. 


. Rat Nos Tt RN 10 War 2. «14 : 


ttt (ht nome being at Hberty to ada 
dreſs the God who had fo" often 
art fo! miraculouſly befriended and 


indulged, ande honvure@ Him, he 


broke out into the 'thoſt earnoſt 
ſupplication. Oh Lord: my 
God, my God, haſt then 
brought” evil upon the ' widow! 
e with whom I ſojourn,” by ſlays 


the child foul may cone in⁰.Ll 


<; him again“ The Prayer W 
heard. In ur we time; in what 


* 1 


ung it, he carried it up to his:own | 


muſt! he have left the“ 
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afflicted parent! it was - owever, 
one of thoſe! ſorrows which- are 
compenſated by. a reverſe of joy: 
the tranſition was almoſt inſtanta- 
neous; for when the babe began 
to revive, he brought ãt down out 
of the chamber into the houſe, 
os Heliveredtit: into _" "Ring 
Were Ss ben ex- 
preſs ſuch! a ſtroke of tranſport? 
it muſt have been à bliſs which 
trod har d upon the very heels of 
agony. Parents may, perhaps, 
paint it to themſelves: they may ſee 
(through-the mitror of 4 ſympa- 
thetic fancy) the poor widow re- 
— her child from the _— 
A | s A; hand 
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hand of the prophet—a child freſh 
blooming in the beauties of a fe- 
cond birth-—They- may imagine 
they behold the joyful woman as 
it were in a frenzy of felieity, 
kneeling, firſt to the invi/ible re- 
Lorer, then to Elijah, and laſt 
bathing the cheek of the child 
with tears of tenderneſs, unuttera - 
ble. The prophet, indeed, ſaid lit 
tle; for language was. unneceſſary; 
the thing ſpoke for itſelf, the 
lovely eye was again gently opened 
on che light, the dimple reſumed 
its refidence, and all its little ſen- 


fibilities were fully reſtored. See 


_ cried Elijah, —“ thy ſon Lieth. 
He ſubmitted the truth of "aig Þ 
3 ſertion 
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fertion (without any tedious ex- 
planation of the means by which 
the recovery had been effected) 
to the pleaſing evidence of her 
gyn ſenſes. He had now fully 
rewarded her former kindneſs, 
and evinced his gratitude for 
dhe diviſion, of her aft: meal, by 
railing the treaſure of her ſoul, 
cyen from the dead. I ſhall fay 

no more on this charming ſtory, 
but juſt obſerve, that every gentle 
heart will have its own commen- 


tarys and purſue the hints I have 
given, till they have long in- 


reli mhich fo meh 0 
| en a ſcene excites. 
a0: f ESSAY 


CnaracTter of SOLOMON. 


PASSAGE. 
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AND Jovan AND "Ek DWELT SAFELY, 
EVERY MAN; UNDER uit vin, AND UNS 
DER Mig F1G-TREE, PROM Dan, EVEN 
10 Bzzx-vHzB A, ALL run DAYS * 
Aer . < Et w 


HERE is, perhaps, Le 
moral ſenſe, and literary beau- 
ty, compriſed in this paſſage, as 
ever was conveyed to the human 
| underſtanding, by the hand of tra- 
dition. What a paradifaical pic- 
"ture does it give us of the reign 
. of 


12 & 25 
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of Solomon! Majeſty and mild- 
neſs, power and pleaſure, ſeem to 
have been the grand ſupporters of 
his throne : and we read the hiſtory 
of his times, with a mixture of 

Joy; and admiration. 5 

The oy firſt Kinſtance of his ac 
| dom, gave to mankind the-moſt 
delightful earneſt of what might 
be expected from him. I ſpeak 
of his judgment betw-ixt the two 
harlots. How finely | did he dit. 
- tipguiſh the fimplicity. of natural. 
ſorrow, from the whineing com- 
plaint of adyentitious Woe : he ſaw 
the real parent, in her fears, her 
| wiſhes, and her tears; ; and he de- 
V 


45 
4 - 
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refed 5 impoſture, by every ac- 
tion. The beginning of the reign 
. 5 this illuſtrious heir of the 
noble David in all the glory of 
ſublunary greatneſs; © For he had 
< dominion over all the region, 
« on this ſide the river, from 
“ Tiphſhah, even to Azzah, over 
Fall the kings on this ſide the 
« river? and in the midſt of. ſo 2 

a extenſive an authority, he main- 

- tained peace on all ſides around 
him: Every man. dwelt. ſafely 
« under his vine, and under his 
4 fig · tree, from one end of his 
realms to the other, from Dan 
e even to Beer · ſneba· 


8 
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What a proſpe& was here for 
che people! What a joyful pro- 
miſe for the public heart! But 
with what energy—T had almoſt 
faid—enchantment—is the diſpo- 
fition of this prince characterized 
1 the er e verſe? Ck 


ec! And God gave ice wil. 
dom and underſtanding, ex- 
« ceeding much, and largeneſt of 
& pturt, even as the fand that is 
_ on _ eee N 

He had; it a not ah the 
greateſt wealth, but the niceſt judg- 
ment, and the nobleſt inclination, 
to diſtribute that wealth, to make 


or tene 1239 


0 Canton: to general felicity. 
He equalled his father in his poe- 


tical capacity, and even ſurpaſſed 
him as a moraliſt: his ſongs are 
marked by an enthuſiaſm, a ten- 
derneſs, and a pathos, in which 
all the treaſures of the warmeſt, 
gayeſt, and ſublimeſt imagination, 
appear to have been exhauſted. 
Image and metaphor were equally 
at his command; and a genius, ſo 
etherial, is ſometimes diſcovered 
in theſe ſallies of his pen, that his 


conception takes a flight too lofty UN 


or the ge to reach him. But, how- 
ever amazing the powers of his 
fancy, they were, at leaſt, equalled 
by the graver abilities of his judg- | 
1 ment. 
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ment, He, by no means, figured 
leſs as a moral writer: for, his 
Proverbs are a collection of con- 
_ ciſe maxims, which ſtand, altoge- 
ther unrivalled ; and are the foun- 
dation of all thoſe ſhort, multitu- 
dinous remarks, which have been 
iſſued from the preſs, ſince his time: 
but thoſe of Solomon will, indeed; 
be ever ſeparated from all others. 
Such knowledge of life, ſuch va- 
rious beauty in the expreſſion 
ſuch. aſtoniſhing terſeneſs in the 
ſtyle—ſuch poignancy in the ſar 
tire ſuch purity in the phraſe, 
and ſuch ſolidity in the ſenſe, en- 
titled their author to the immorta- 


9 
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| 7. which he claims, and which 
dong 1 * 3 i ee 
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There ſeems to have been 4 

epocha in his genius: his compo- 
fitions preſent us with a climax. 
From the Poet, he riſesto the Mo- 
raliſt, and from the Moraliſt he 


— 


Ecclefiaſtes, is one of che fineſt 
fyſtems, or bodies of divinity. 
Every ſentence is ſound and ortho- 
dox. His obſervations are aecu- 
rate and devotional; and the whole 


book well becomes the preacher 


and the pulpit. In a word; Solo- 
mon was the greateſt and moſt ge- 
neral ey" character that ever 

wrote. 


. ſoars to the Divine. The book of 


1 


% 
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wrote. As a prince, he was amia · 
ble, beloved, and popular; and it 
is impoſſible to give a more pleaſ- 
ing aſſurance of it, than the paci- 
fic and tranquil idea ſuggeſted by 
the text: Every man dwelt in 
4 ſafety under his own vine and 
6 fig · tree, even all the days of 
. Solomon.” It is ſomewhat 
painful to view * in a religious 
| light. Ah, Solomon, thou wiſeſt 
at any time, forget the power who 
had dealt by thee in ſo liberal a 


manner ? eminent alike, in intel 


couldſt thou ſo ſtain thy annals, as 
to turn aſide from the author of 
er, 335 


_ 
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all eee How couldſt 


chou ſo diſgrace——lo proſtitute 

the ſplendour of that temple which 
thou hadſt reared and dedicated to 
the true God, to the dreams and 
weakneſſes of idolatry? What, 
alas, could the viſionary . goddeſs 
of the Zidonians do for thee ? 
What could Molech, or Aſhtoreth, 
that deſerved thy devotion, or ſacri · 
fices? Could they inſpire, thee 
with intelligence above all others, 
and ſtore thy mind with all the or- 
naments of taſte and ſcience; ne 
elegance and Joy? 


One zoology... own: not a 
tle ERIN preſents itſelf, 
He 
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He did not yield to this infatua- 
tion till he was in the decline of 


fe —poffibly, when his faculties 
were ſomewhat impaired — and 
When the ill advice of thoſe who 
were about him, eſpecially his 


eoncu ber i teazed him into er- 
The power of a bad woman, 
As has any hold upon the heart, 


is unlimited, and will generally 


render pliable to its purpoſes, not 
only the fineſt head, but the fineſt 

heart: and it muſt be alſo remem- 
bered, that the ftrength of the ten- 
der paſſions is always in proportion 


to the ſtrength of the genius; ſo 


that Soloman might be led, as it 
were, captive, in che bonds of 
5 4 | | love, | 


\ 
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love, and facrifice to Chemoſh, 


not becauſe he venerated that ima- _ 


ginary deity, but to avoid the per- 
ſecution of the female party, which 
was formed againſt his religious in- 
tegrity. At all events, let us not 
be too rigid, to degrade ſo great a 
character. It is well known, that 
the wiſeſt men, are the moſt fre- 
quently. ſeduced into the zweakeſt 
treſpaſſes. With all his ſagacity, 
Solomon was a human creature. 
Great ſenſibility is liable to great 
miſtake : where we cannot defend 
his conduct, let us avoid it, and 
where we are ſtruck with the ſplen- 
dour of his capacity, let it inſpire 
us with a modeſt imitation, = 
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his uff ingenüty, obſerves; - 
that hug ente is 4 Toutce of the | 
fublithe after commenting upon. 
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amongſt which is that of the above 
paſſage, and thoſe others ſucceed. 


ing it, which belong to the de- 


ſcription. - Tt was with great pro- 


| Priety he fixed upon this noble pa- 
negyric, on the high prieſt Si- 
mon the ſon of Onias, as a ſpeci- 


men of ſcriptural ſublimity, in the 


richneſs of imagery, and allufion. 
But I cannot agree with him in 
- thinking hat ſublimity ariſes from 
a profufion of thoſe. images in 
Co which the mind is ſo. dazzled as 
to make it impoſſible. to attend to 


chat exact coherence and agree 
ment of the alluſions, which we 
ſhould require on. every. other. oc- 
 eafion. With due deference to 

Mr. 
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chat, muſt of the allufions ar een, 
and coheretit.” The proof is be- 
fore us. Read the whole deſerip- 
tion. Neil! e oem 
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6 ow was he Babes the 
4 midſt of the people, in lis com- 
* ing out of the ſanctuary! He 
<© was as the morning ſtar in the 

eee ge as the 
e "hin: upon the temple. of the 
<< Moſt" High, and wy the rain- 
bow giveth light in the bright 
2 flower or 
as lilies by he xvers of holes, 

wu m 4 L 3 | 60 and 
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© ap; as. the frankincenſe-rree in 
« Cammer 3 as fire and incenſe in 
bs the canſex 5 and as a veſſel of 


« gold ſer with precious ſtones; 


fruit; and as a cypreſs which 


4, grameth, up 10, the. clouds — 


When be put on the robe of 
'« honqur,, and was.claathed with 
« the. perfection of glory, when 
he went up to the holy, altar, he 
made the garment of holineſs 
. hongurable. . He, himſelf; ſtood 
& * by; the hearth of the altar com- 
_ _<. paſſed, with his brethren, round 
« about, as 4 ycung cedar in Li- 

“ banus, and as pahm- trees — 
an they him about. So 


mY 
{erm | 85 1 | were 


or Sentwbvkn; 007 xgy- 
© were all the ſons of Aaron in 
«their glory, and the oblations 
*0f' een WY * 
nes $ tk 4-4 e 
It . ms e e 
of Sirach, in theſe ſentences, to ſet 
forth his object with all the ad- 
vantages of language. Poetry and 
oratory were equally ſolicited to 
anitnate and to adorn the portrait 
of the prieſt: in conſequence of 
which, he is attended from the 
ſanctuary to the altar, by all the 
images and inſtruments of the Sub- 
lime and Beautiful. Behold him : 
thus ſuttourided examine the 
| whole ſeene as it paſſey beſore your 
eye, and you will proneunee it 
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uniformly admirable; He is de- 


the people. The word  honowred, 


is a moſt digniſied addition to the 


gle word, and ſee how the idea 
diminiſhes : He was in the midſt 


< of the people in his coming out 


of the ſanctuary. . How poor! 


Reſtore. to the ſentence its full 


compliment, and the deſign of the 


writer, as well as the excellence of 
the -obje, "is complete. '! e 
<, of the people. Tbegen allu- 


fon carries him nn He 
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Was Lache morning ſtar in the 
c midſt of a cloud. No ſooner 
was he out of the ſanctuary, than 
his noble and -majeſtic figure was 
diſtinguiſhable from the reſt of the 
multitude, as the morning ſtar 
in the midſt of a cloud. The 
alluſion to che cloud; hath alſo the 
being, in a metaphorical ſenſe, 
aptly deſigned to repreſent the 
thickneſs, and duſty appearance 
of the admiring multitude. Some 
of the ſucceeding alluſions were 
admitted to give the high prieſt 
the qualities of amiableneſs, as well 
1 „ He was as che- 
"OE of roſes eee 
e 
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4 zvaters ; and as the frankin- 
, cenſe- tre in ſummer. “ All 
oonnected, rather, with the Brau- 
_ tiful, than with the Sublime. Vet, 
mark ho- they ar heightened, 
_  poffeſs, by certain delicate ſtrokes, 
nat; to be ſeen in the ordinary 


andi the frankincenſe· tree. Not 
ſo the ſon of Sirach. He painted 
e ener- mans equi. 
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more maſterly pencil. The roſes 
to which he was compared, wert 
the roſes of the prim. a ſeaſon of 
che hear when Mate eu en 
iywingr+the Wen re | 
fugurative ſenſe, reſembled him, 
were thoſe which derived more ele- 
gance from their ſituation by the 
ions f wajers, and, whatever 
perfumes belong to che frankin- 
cenſe· tree, our poet preſented it to 

us, in the pride of ſummen, when 
its beauties would parurali;beci in 
bloſſom. Beſides this, there ap- 
pears a coherence in theſe 3 
ions, which may eſcape us at firſt. 
| nen ee the . 
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I 


comparing Med pick the reſt. ed 
it is wholly unneceſſary. he 


„ good name, ſays the 


og « ſmelleth err. "How 


„is Simon com- 
my * y che fragrance of roſes, 
inncens an pry: * Ow 
is, therefore, 
owl here pony Thus — 
proceed to obere the 28 


abrupt and animated tranſition 
from one image to another, in this 
deſcription, are ſo many noble in- 
| Natices of the Sublime and Bean- 


or Schirra. ** 
| "EM What a divine glow, and 
what incomparable dignity isof- 
fered to us in the following paſlage; 
where the figures are changed, and 

the alluſions altered in a moment. 
When he put on the robe of ho- 
up to the holy altar, he made the 
garment of boline /: honourable 
Had Longinus been now to reviſe 
amongſt his examples of the ge- 
nuine Sublime; becauſe it boaſts 


of every. property, which, agree - 


able to n n 
thereto. Nef g 7 
gaibas\} * That 


* SUBLIME nir bl 
. That” ſays he, 4 is grand un 
I ofty, which CE ins 
er, *wboſe force we 
en, eee 
makes ſuch inpreffions on the 
mind, as eannot eafiy be worn 
Aout or effated Never were 
theſe precepts better illuſtrated | 
. thaw by the deſcription of Simôn 
the fon of Onhias The more we 
confider 7 11e ub | 
conception his- 0s 
virtue, eee 3 
_ it. irma time _ 


the honours of the people, — 
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{Hato the © altar compaſſed 
4 by his brethren;” he riſes upon us 
wich 2 force and à ſupetiprity, 
which “ eannot poſſibly be with 
. ſtood, “ and whieh makes upon 
the mind an indelible ipreffion. 4 
In vain ſhall we look” amongſt _ 
other poets and orators for a rival! 
Hic neO- 10 walkin en 
Mr. Burke , indeed; hath 
een ee bels ; INT 


All plum'd like N 5 
Baifed like eagles, having lately MAS! nb 70! 


As full of ſpirits as the month of May, $642 
As gorgeous as the ſun in midſumm 
Wanton pee goats, Pak | 
Ie beav oy — 4 
_ Riſe from the ground like Coons alle. "= 
ede with fuck eafolato jones 10+ 0 5 

Ai if an angel dropped from the clouds ok 
To turn, and wind aGery Paget, N 
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tures, the pictures of the author 
of Fingal are only in ſhadozw, and 
muſt ever ſtand in the back ground 
of criticiſm. The following allu- 
fions would be very capital; if the 

imagination of the reader had not 
been previouſly charmed by thoſe 
which have been the N gt _ 

n N . 204 55 5 
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59 «Par before the 1 0 als W. 8 | 
« Offian comes; right in the 
* ſmiles of youth, fair as the firſt 
beams of the ſun. His long 
_ © hair waves on his back: his 
dark bro is half hid beneath his 
helmet: the ſword hangs looſe 
<<. on the hero's fide : and his ſpear | 
0 ok. 1.  M « olit+ 
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. from his terrible eyer This is 


| Intereſting, warm, and warlike; 


but 1 aghin fefer every reader of 


taſte to the tent. The ſacred 
penten ſurpaſs iu ꝛvriters; gene- 
rally ſpeaking; in point of figure, 
fentifnerit; alluſion, harration, and 
every other property of perfect 
compoſition. Diſtributed up and 
down the Old and Netv Teſta- 

ment, there à thouſand paſſages 
more than I have now leifure to 
Lontemplate, which utterly anni- 
Hilate any ching that can be 
brought from the ſtores of ancient 
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. 0 Lord my. God Gu drt 
« very great, thou art cloathed 
e with honour and majeſty: who 
a garment : who ſtretcheſt out 
* the Heavens like - a curtain; 


ce who layeth the beams of his 
& chambers in the waters: who 


* maketh the clouds his chariot ;. 
4 who walketh upon the wings of 
e the wind. Thou, coveredſt jt. 
ith. the deep as with. a r. 
ment; the waters _ 


4 


v5 the mountains—at thy rebuke 
4 they fled; at the voice of thy 


2 * 
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'« thunder they haſted away. 2 
What inexpreſſible ſublimity in 
eyery one of theſe thoughts, and 
with how much accuracy the dic- 


tion is adapted to diſplay chem 


What ideas can exceed thoſe of 


. the L Deity's covering himſelf in a 


mantle of light, mounting his 
cloudy” chariot, and walking on 
the e the wind? Ow” 


? 


1 T eee 

The 9 fee is in this 
ths very judiciouſly preſery- 
ed; the whole ſentiment'is'a glo- | 
rious gradation © from ęrtat, to 


nag and from that to the laſt 


3 . ; 
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poſitive. degree. of the climax. I 
beg the reader to mark . riſe 
of ;the erpreſfons as he $5.24 repeats 
them. There is alſo re Parti- 

cular beauty here, in the ſudden 
tranſition from one perſon to an- 
ther Ibo walketh upon the 
5 Wings of the wind.; and chen 
inſtantly altering the Ore 


* 3- & 


« Thou coveredſt it with 2 deep 
Legas with a gar ment.. * 


| 35 1 lis welt 12 1137 * . 14 ed 33 
But a ſecond, 5 example courts 


our admirati- „ and, chat of ſo a 
| high and exalted a nature, that a 
reader of true taſte, and a real 
ſenſe of religion, will hardly bear 
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ee thy bed in Hl, be- 
bold, thouartthe, Ur Take 
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band ſhall hold me. If I fays 


v4 | 


0e ee 9 


* che ſea: even there that thy 
& hand lead me, and 'thy "right 


, 122 


6e ſurely the darkneſs Mall cover 
4 me, even the night ſhall be light 
e about me. Nea, the darkneſs 
c hideth not from thee; but the 
nige ſtiineth as dhe day: the 
« darkneſs and the light are hoh 
# alike to thec. in ſhort, this, and 
various other portions of che ſa- 
ered books, as inſinitely exceed 
Homier, as Hamer ſurpaſſes Black- 
more. Thate is a verſe or .twe_. 
pled in the burial gf the dad 
{than which there never was 2 
ſublimer, mace ſeriaus, or more 
ſuitable ceremony). Offian hath 
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alſo touched the ſame ſubject, but 
the ſacred writer hath ten times 

the fimplicity,' and is abundantly 

more correct in the metaphors; 
beſides that, the alluſions are truer 
to nature and familiar life. 


Aalen, A thouſand years in thy fight, 

„O Lord, are but as yeſterday : 
( ſeeing that is paſt as a watch 

ce in the | | 
<« ſcattereſt them, they are even as 
* ing it is green and groweth up; 
« but in the evening e is" cut 
e down, dried up, and 
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Were we to run the parallel be- 
tween this paſſage and that quoted 
from Oſſian, the inferiority of the 
latter would, perhaps, not be very 
agreeable to the admirers of that 
pictureſque bard. To ſpeak im. 
| , it is ſearcely giving 5 0 
fair play, in comparing them with 
thoſe Sublime, Beautiful, and Pa- 
thetic compoſitions, which are the 
objects of the preſent volumes: on 
the other hand, thoſe compoſitions 
themſelves, have ſo ſeldom fair 
play ſhewn to them, while many 
flimſy, frivolous, or bombaſtic per- 
formances, run away with the 
kuzza of the multitude, that hav- 
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| © even. enthuſiaſtic degree 4 — 
4 theſe two being genuine con- 
. ſtituents of the Sublime, ate the 
gifts of nature, wWbercus the 
©" other ſorts depend in ſome mea 
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« out ſiguifieant and elegant words, 

4 but alſo to adorn and . 
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4 hath been my endeavour; in 


this work, to 7 certain, paſſages 
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any degree, done a ſervice to com- 


+, poſitions, which are ſo able to ſup- _ 


* 


port the trial; but whoſe beau- 

ties and ſublimities, though thickly 
page, are ſo ſhamefully neglected, 
or -miſunderſtood, merely, it is 
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| feared, becauſe they are of a devo- 
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